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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: p. 8, par. 39, replace 
"In step 2" with "In step S2". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: replace "releases" with 
"release". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. The claim references a "non-sound terminal", but a description of this term is not 
included in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-6, 8-12, 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ouchi (5,675,421). 

Regarding claim 1 : Ouchi discloses a communication terminal (facsimile machine 100) 
comprising: a network control unit (NCU 7) for closing and releasing a circuit; a memory (RAM 
6) for registering a communication job (col. 3, In. 44-51); a recording unit (printer 13) for 
recording image data on a recording medium (col. 3, In. 38-43); a control unit (CPU 2) which 
closes the circuit (telephone circuit) by the network control unit (NCU 7) to make acceptance of 
an incoming call impossible (col. 6, In. 60-64) when the recording unit (printer 13) fails to 
operate (recording sheets not present), and which releases the circuit (telephone circuit) 
temporarily by the network control unit (NCU 7) in the case of calling (col. 6, In. 64-67). 
Regarding claim 2: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 1. Ouchi further discloses wherein 
the control unit (CPU 2) makes acceptance of an incoming call impossible when the recording 
unit (printer 13) fails to operate and the image memory (facsimile reception memory 25) cannot 
store an image (col. 6, In. 47-51 and 60-64). 

Regarding claim 3: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 1. Ouchi further discloses wherein 
after the control unit (CPU 2) makes the network control unit (NCU 7) release the circuit 
(telephone circuit) temporarily, the control unit (CPU 2) makes the network control unit (NCU 7) 
close the circuit (telephone circuit) again when the incoming call is detected (col. 6, In. 57-59). 
Regarding claim 4: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 1. Ouchi further discloses wherein 
the control unit (CPU 2) makes the network control unit (NCU 7) close the circuit again 
(reception not performed) when the calling signal based on the incoming call ends in the case the 
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incoming call is detected (col. 6, In. 55-59) after the control unit (CPU 2) makes the network 
control unit (NCU 7) release the circuit temporarily, and then a call to the other end is originated 
(col. 6, In. 57-59). 

Regarding claim 5: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 1. Ouchi further discloses wherein 
after the control unit (CPU 2) makes the network control unit (NCU 7) release the circuit 
(telephone circuit) temporarily, the control unit (CPU 2) makes the network control unit (NCU 7) 
close the circuit again (col. 6, In. 51-59) when the incoming call is detected, and makes the 
network control unit (NCU 7) release the circuit when a signal shows a non-sound terminal is 
received (col. 6, In. 51-59). 

Regarding claim 6: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 1. Ouchi further discloses wherein 
the control unit (CPU 2) releases the circuit (telephone circuit) temporarily so that transmission 
can be carried out (col. 6, In. 64-67). 

Regarding claim 8: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 6. Ouchi further discloses wherein 
the control unit (CPU 2) makes the transmission result memory (facsimile reception memory 25) 
store the result information of the transmission therein (col. 3, In. 49-51). 
Regarding claim 9: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 8. Ouchi further discloses wherein 
the control unit (CPU 2) reads the result information of the transmission from the transmission 
result memory (facsimile reception memory 25), and makes the recording unit (printer 13) record 
the result information of the transmission when the recording unit becomes operable (the 
facsimile reception memory is a temporary storage and it is inherent that upon correction of the 
fault condition, the data stored in facsimile memory 25 would be recorded on printer 13). 
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Regarding claim 10: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 1 . Ouchi further discloses 
wherein it is impossible to register a receiving job (incoming facsimile) in the memory (facsimile 
reception memory 25) when the communication terminal (facsimile machine 100) is in the state 
in which the communication terminal (facsimile machine 100) cannot receive data from a 
sending side (no free memory exists, col. 6, In. 47-56). 

Regarding claim 11: Ouchi discloses a network control unit (NCU 7) for closing and releasing 
a circuit; a program memory (RAM 6) for registering a communication job (col 3, In. 44-51); a 
recording unit (printer 13) for recording image data on a recording medium (col. 3, In. 38-43); a 
control unit (CPU 2) which closes a circuit (telephone circuit) by the network control unit (NCU 
7) so that an incoming call is not accepted (col. 6, In. 60-64) when the recording unit (printer 13) 
* fails to operate (recording sheets not present), and releases the circuit (telephone circuit) 
temporarily by the network control unit (NCU 7) when the communication job registered in the 
program memory (RAM 6) reaches calling time (predetermined number of ringings, col. 6, In. 
26-30). 

Regarding claim 12: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 1 1 . Ouchi further discloses 
wherein the control unit (CPU 2) causes a call to the other end (col. 6, In. 57-59) for transmitting 
an image (facsimile reception) after the control unit (CPU 2) makes the network control unit 
(NCU 7) release the circuit (telephone circuit) temporarily (col. 6, In. 64-67). 
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Regarding claim 15: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 11. Ouchi further discloses 
wherein the control unit (CPU 2) makes acceptance of an incoming call impossible when the 
recording unit (printer 13) fails to operate and the image memory (facsimile reception memory 
25) cannot store an image (col 6, In. 47-51 and 60-64). 

Regarding claim 16: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 1. Ouchi further discloses 
wherein the control unit (CPU 2) makes acceptance of the incoming call (facsimile reception) 
impossible when the recording unit fails to operate (col. 6, In. 60-64). 
Regarding claim 17: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 11. Ouchi further discloses 
wherein the recording unit (printer 13) becomes non-operable when recording paper or toner 
runs out (image data is stored in facsimile memory 25 when there are no recording sheets, col. 7, 
In. 11-13). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 7, 13-14, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ouchi in view of Hirata (4,920,427). 

Regarding claim 7: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 6. 
Ouchi fails to specifically address a display unit. 

Hirata discloses a display unit (display unit 25) for displaying result information of the 
transmission (col. 4, In. 7-9 and col. 8, In. 64-68 through col. 9, In. 1-4 and col. 10, In. 9-14). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate a display unit suggested by Hirata. The display unit 25 of Hirata would 
be incorporated in the operation portion 9 of Ouchi in order to provide visual status to the 
operator. 

Regarding claim 13: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 11. 

Ouchi fails to specifically address registering a transmission job in the program memory, 
but not registering a receiving job in the program memory. 

Hirata discloses wherein the control unit (CPU 20) registers a transmission job (outgoing 
facsimile) in the program memory (RAM 13) and does not register a receiving job (facsimile 
reception) in the program memory (RAM 13) (col. 12, In. 39-49). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the suggestion of Hirata to increase reliability, and operativity of the apparatus 
(col. 12, In. 45-49). 

Regarding claim 14: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 11. 

Ouchi fails to specifically address registering jobs in program memory. 

Hirata discloses wherein the control unit (CPU 21) makes the program memory (RAM 
13) register a transmission job and a receiving job therein (col. 5, In. 50-59), and causes 
the receiving job to be carried out when the recording unit becomes operable (col. 4, In. 
39-47). 

Regarding claim 19: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 11. 
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Ouchi fails to specifically address the registered job reaching calling time in conjunction 
with solving the recording unit malfunction. 

Hirata discloses wherein when the communication job registered in the program memory 
(RAM 13) is a receiving job (receiving operation), the registered job which has reached calling 
time is carried out after the cause for the malfunction of the recording unit is solved (col. 8, In. 
10-25). 

Regarding claim 20: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 1 1 . 

Ouchi fails to specifically address confirmation of a transmitted job. 

Hirata discloses wherein when the communication job registered in the program memory 
is a transmission job (transmission operation) and the transmission job has been carried out 
without a problem (correctly transmitted), the communication terminal receives a receipt 
certificate from the receiving side (control signal sent from called facsimile, col. 11, In. 60-67). 
Regarding claim 21: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 11. Arguments analogous to 
those stated in the rejection of claim 7 are applicable. 

10. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ouchi in view of 
Kawai et al. (5,778,279). 

Regarding claim 18: Ouchi satisfies all the elements of claim 1 1 . 

Ouchi fails to specifically address a photoconductive drum failure. 

Kawai et al. disclose wherein on the basis of the rotating time of the photoconductive 
drum (col. 5, In. 11-15), it is judged whether or not the recording unit is non-operable. The 
counter disclosed by Kawai et al. could be installed in the printer 13 of Ouchi and the results 
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would be sent to CPU 2 of Ouchi. The reception of a facsimile would then be ceased also if the . 
photoconductive drum was found to be inoperable due to an elapsed rotating time determined by 
the counter. Kawai et al. further disclose that the invention may be applied to a facsimile (col. 
15, In. 58-62). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to include the suggestion of monitoring the rotating time of the photoconductive 
drum to provide a better economical approach to member replacement as taught by Kawai et al. 
(col. 2, In. 24-26), 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charlotte M Baker whose telephone number is (703) 306-3456. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly-A Williams can be reached on (703) 305-4863. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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